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One of the first things I noticed when I picked up The Rose Code was the quality of the writing. It was 

compelling, complex, and engaging from the first page.  The author, Kate Quinn, has an authority about 

her writing that grabs the reader and made me pay attention.  She has done her homework and managed 

to incorporate her great sense of humor into the book despite the book’s very serious premise; two good 

reasons for me to select this novel for the September W.O.W. book review. 

The story follows two timelines. The first timeline covers the years during World War II (beginning in 

1939) and the second timeline is set a few years later in 1947.  The setting is England.  The story is told 

from three distinct points of view from three unique women; each woman has in interesting personality 

that keeps the reader interested in learning more about who they are and what their past history is. 

The women become employed at Bletchley Park, the site of the ultra secret British code-breaking opera-

tion during World War II, and they form a bond.  Each woman works in a separate area: decoding, trans-

lation, and cryptoanalysis.  For me, the relationship among the women was one of the compelling parts of 

the story.  Their friendship has its ups and downs as they support each other, argue, and compete.  At the 

end of the war their friendship appears doomed and they depart enemies.  The year 1947 will be the ulti-

mate test of their loyalty. 

Why did I like this book?  The author was able to expertly balance the story.  She introduced interesting, 

likeable, realistic and unpredictable characters along with the daily drama and stress of working at 

Bletchley Park.  There was a big wrong that needed to be made right, a giant mystery, and even romance. 

She covered it all!!!  Her themes covered friendship, loyalty, betrayal, grief, women’s solidarity and for-

giveness. 

If you are looking for a “ I can’t put it down”  novel that is not only a good story but an interesting offer-

ing of information regarding an actual place in time, be sure to give this book a try. You won’t be disap-

pointed! 
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